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103-1443

12 January 1993

Washington DC

GRANT PROPOSALS AND SOURCES. Just this past week I was pleased to pass along the
news that the Economic Development Administration (EDA) has approved a $1.2 million public
works grant for the city of Kenedy. The approved project will bring much-needed improvements
to the area's water and sewer systems, and it is a good example of the many worthwhile
community and individual projects that often can only be carried out with outside funds. Whether

it is a federal grant like the one for Kenedy, or grants for non-profit organizations or individuals
from private foundations or corporate donors, I thought I would take the opportunity to share
with you some information about the grant process, and to let you know that my office is always
willing and ready to work with individuals and groups to obtain information about appropriate
grants. From identifying appropriate grant sources to writing grant proposals, there are two
informative reports available that you might find helpful --Grant Proposal Development and
Grants and Foundation Support: Selected Sources of Information on Government and
Private Funding. They include bibliographies of grant sources and foundations, a list of
databases providing information about grants, basic tips on how to write a clear and specific grant
proposal, and even information about national organizations that offer courses on grant proposal
development. If you think you or your organization might find these reports helpful, you can
obtain copies of the reports by contacting my Washington office at (202) 225-2531 or in McAllen
at (210) 682-5545.

•

•

•

LETTER TO SECRETARY ESPY: COMPREHENSIVE POllCY NEEDED FOR FARMERS
FOR CONSERVATION COMPliANCE IN WAKE OF NATURAL DISASTERS.
Under the Food Security Act of 1985, farmers who grow crops on highly-erodible land
are required to develop and begin implementing a USDA approved conservation plan and have
it fully implemented by Jan. I, 1995. However, farmers whose lands are adversely affected by
natural disasters, such as last year's flooding in the Midwest, may deserve some additional time
in meeting Federal conservation requirements.
This was the subject of a recent letter I sent to Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy. In floodravaged Iowa this year, the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) was able to quickly issue revised
guidelines on conservation compliance for that state's affected farmers by seeking input from
agricultural and environmental groups about the priority problems farmers face and what
timetable revisions were necessary. But what should be the comprehensive policy on extending
the deadline? Can the same policy be applied to South Texas in the event of a natural disaster,
such as a drought or a hurricane? It is these questions -- and the possibility that farmers in South
Texas might find themselves in a similar bind because of a natural disaster -~ that have prompted
me to send the letter, urging the USDA to develop a policy framework for handling requests for
additional time to meet federal conservation requirements because of all natural disasters.

•

•

•
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GErnNG HELP AND GIYING SUGGESTIONS ONLY A PHONE CAlL AWAY.
Although the U.S. Congress as a body will not be back in session until later this month,
the day-to-day work of government and meeting the concerns of constituents is always an
ongoing endeavor. That's why I would like to take this opportunity to make you aware of a
number of government phone numbers, including my own offices both in Washington and Texas,
which you might fmd helpful if you have questions about government or have suggestions. You
might fmd this a helpful reference to use now and in the future.
Fifteenth Cone;ressional District OfficeslCone;ressman E. Kika de la Garza
Washington Office
1401 Longworth HOB
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-2531

McAllen Office
1418 Beech Street, La Posada Village
McAllen, Texas 78501
(210) 682-5545

President Clinton's Call-In Performance Lines
The Clinton Administration has made the following toll-free numbers available for anyone to call
to report government waste or to suggest improvements in how government works.

Department of Agriculture 1-800-424-9121
Commission on Civil Rights 1-800-552-6843
Department of Commerce 1-800-424-5197
Department of Defense 1-800-424-9098
Department of Education 1-8oo-647~8733
Department of Energy 1-800-541-1625
Environmental Protection Agency 1-800-424-4000
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp 1-800-964-3342
Federal Emergency Management Agency 1-800-323-8603
General Services Administration 1-800-424-5210
Department of Health and Human Services 1-800-368-5779
Department of Housing and Urban Development 1-800-347-3735
Department ofInterior 1-800-424-508
Department of Justice 1-800-869-4499
Department of Labor 1-800-347-3756
Department of VeteranS Affairs 1-800-488-8244

Federal Information Center
Administered by the General Services Administration, the Federal Information Center can
help you find information about federal government services, programs and regulations. The FIC
can also tell you which federal agency to contact for help with problems.
1-800-366-2998
1-800-326-2996

Texas Federal Information Center
Hearing Impaired (TDDmY)

Tens Lee:islature (Austin)
Having served in the Texas State Legislature before coming to Congress, I know that many ofyou
may also be interested in the legislative activities ofyour state representatives. Here are some
numbers you might find helpful.
Status of Bills: (512) 463-1252
Copies of Senate Bills: (512) 463-0252
Copies of House Bills: (512) 463-1155
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